
Kinnelon Public Schools Educator Nominated for National LifeChanger of the Year Award 

 January 10th, 2017 – Kinnelon, NJ – Linda Johnson, a math and computer science teacher at Kinnelon High School, 
has been nominated for the 2016-17 national LifeChanger of the Year Award. 

 Sponsored by the National Life Group Foundation, the national LifeChanger of the Year program recognizes and 
rewards the very best K-12 public and private school educators and employees across the United States who are 
making a difference in the lives of students by exemplifying excellence, positive influence and leadership. 

 Johnson was nominated by a colleague, John Marshall, who also had her as a teacher and Academic Decathalon 
coach when he was in high school. 

 A 40 year veteran of education, Johnson has taught mathematics and computer science at Kinnelon High School 
since the fall of 1974. She has also served as a coach of the KHS Academic Decathlon team for more than 25 years. 
Her teams routinely reach the state finals and finish in the top 10 teams in the state. They often outpace much larger 
high schools due, in large measure, to Johnson’s ability to instruct students in a wide array of subjects. 

 "Miss Johnson has always been a teacher with a special gift for working with high school age students,” said 
Marshall. “Her commitment to her students’ learning is unmatched, as is the culture of caring and support she has 
fostered in her classroom. Her students know that she is available for extra help every day, to answer questions and 
do whatever it takes for them to succeed.” 

 Johnson's impact on students is not limited to mathematics and computer science. Over the years, she has written 
thousands of student recommendation letters for college that are legendary in the Kinnelon community. 

 "When writing these letters, she uses eloquent, personal language instead of a standard form,” Marshall explained. 
“Her letters have undoubtedly helped many former students gain admission to top schools." 

 Each school year, the LifeChanger of the Year program receives hundreds of nominations from all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. For 2016-2017, there will be a total of 15 individual LifeChanger of the Year awards. In addition, 
a 16th prize, the “National Spirit Award,” is given to the school and nominee whose community demonstrates the 
most support for their nomination. Each winner will receive a cash award that is split between the individual winner 
and their school. The national Grand Prize award is $10,000. Winners are announced via surprise award ceremonies 
held at their schools. The top five winners will also be honored at a national awards ceremony in Naples, Florida. 
Winners will be announced in Spring 2017. 

Winners will be chosen by a selection committee comprised of former winners and education professionals. 
Nominees must be school district employees. Award winners are selected based on the following criteria: 

 A proven ability to make a beneficial difference in the lives of students 

 An ability to positively add to the development of the school's atmosphere 

 Is involved in leadership activities at the school and/or community level 

 A demonstrative record of excellent performance at the professional level 

 A commitment to producing a nurturing atmosphere 

 Adherence to high moral and ethical standards 

A resource page with ideas for how to celebrate nominees can be found 
at http://lifechangeroftheyearnominees.com/showspirit/. 

  

To view Ms. Johnson's LifeChanger of the Year nominee profile, visit www.LifeChangeroftheYear.com. 
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