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 Recently, our students partici-
pated in grade level meetings.  These 
assemblies offered a look ahead at all 
that is to come in the second half of the 
school year, and also provided an oppor-
tunity to acknowledge student accom-
plishments in areas both academic and 
character-related.  While there were ele-
ments of these meetings that were spe-
cific to each grade level, there were also 
common themes.  Namely, that our stu-
dents have worked hard and accom-
plished much to this point in the school 
year, and that the most challenging work 
still lays ahead.   
 Each of these messages is im-
portant in its own right.  Students were 
acknowledged for a wide array of 
worthwhile achievements, both personal 
and in service to others.  Additionally, 

helping students to understand that the 
most challenging work is yet to come 
helps to prepare them to be successful in 
the coming months.  Yet, while these 
messages are distinct, they are also inex-
tricably linked.    
 The accomplishments for which 
students were recognized at the meetings, 
whether in the area of academics or in 
character, are within the reach of all of 
us.  The key factor that helps any of us 
reach our full potential is in the will to 
consistently put forth one’s best effort.  
So, while we tell students on the one 
hand that the most challenging work is 
still ahead, we remind them on the other 
hand that they all have the ability to meet 
those challenges.  It is there best effort 
that will help them achieve all that they 
can. 
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The move from middle to high school can be a stressful time for your child. However, your 
support can prove valuable throughout their transition.  As Pearl R. Miller eighth graders 
begin their scheduling process in anticipation of their transition to high school, keep these 
following tips in mind: 

• Keep the lines of communication open with your child.  This will give you a good idea 
of what their interests and strengths are heading into scheduling. 

• Stay involved.  Sometimes middle schoolers show signs that they don’t want us in-
volved as much anymore, but they really do.  Your involvement will let them know that 
they can come to you any time. 

As your child prepares to exit eighth grade, keep in touch with his or her teachers to see how 
they are continuing to perform. Also, don’t be afraid to ask your child questions at home 
about how they see themselves as student preparing to enter high school. This kind of com-
munication can reveal a lot that your child may be thinking or feeling. 



��

�����������	��
�
	���������
�

�����������	�
�������	����
���������	��	��

��
�������������	���� �����
���	������	�����	�����


������
�����������������	���������������������

��	�����	�������	��������������
���	���	�����������

�	���������������������� ���
�����!�����������������

��		���!������"	���
���	#��$���
����������	������

����	���������	��������	���������

�����������

• ��������	

	���

• 
�����	
����	�������	����

��������	�
���

��
����������

������������������
�

����������	�
��
���

���������	
���
�����

���������	
���
�����
����
�	���
��
�����
���

���
����������������

� ���!��


