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 We have reached the end of the 
first marking period.  This is an excel-
lent time for students to reflect upon 
where they have been, as well as to 
identify where they are going.  By 
thinking in these terms, students can 
build upon past success, improve in ar-
eas that have caused them difficulty in 
the past, and set a plan that will allow 
them to get the most out of this school 
year.   
 Much of this is a matter of an-
swering the right questions.  Consider 
asking your child the following: 
• What habits and skills helped you to 

be successful in the first marking 
period, and how can you use these 
qualities to the best advantage in 
upcoming marking periods? 

• What caused you the most difficulty 
in the first marking period, and what 

can you do to overcome this in up-
coming marking periods (e.g. ask 
more questions in class, attend extra 
help sessions, set a routine time each 
day to complete homework, etc.)?  

• What goals do you want to achieve 
by the end of this school year, and 
what will you need to do to reach 
them? 

 The more specific your child can 
be in answering these questions, the 
more likely he or she will be to use this 
information to his or her benefit as the 
year progresses.  With these answers in 
mind, your child can have a clear per-
spective about what it will take to be suc-
cessful this year.  We look forward to 
continuing to work with you to help your 
child reach these goals.  
  

 Conferences are an important 
time for parents to gain some insight 
into how their children are perform-
ing.  Communication also strengthens 
the teach-parent relationship.  Here 
are some tips for successful confer-
ences:   
 
•  Look into progress—take some 

time to talk to your child about 
how they see themselves pro-
gressing through school.  Ask, 

“What subject do you like the best or 
least and why?”  This will help you 
prepare for the conference. 

 
• Identify questions or concerns—make a 

list of questions or concerns.  This will 
ensure that all your questions or con-
cerns are answered. 

 
• Be on time—Each conference will run 

five minutes.  Make sure to maximize 
your time by being there on time.    
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