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                                   K              UNDER CONSTRUCTION:          K  

                                       H         BUILDING ON TRADITION         H 

                                               S       SURVEYING THE FUTURE     S 

FROM DR. WAYNE MERCKLING, PRINCIPAL: 
 

The prom, concerts, film festival  (which was a huge success) and Advanced Placement tests will all be 

over by the time you read this, which means that we are in the home stretch of the school year. We also com-

pleted our taping of Classroom Close-Up which, when aired in the fall, will feature our morning show and a 

panel discussion about a proposed random drug/alcohol testing policy.   
 

At this point a number of us have one foot in 2007-2008 and the other in 2008-2009 because we are 

finalizing plans for the end-of-the-year events and also preparing for the opening of our new wing.  A recent 

tour of the upper wing revealed just how much  has been accomplished this spring: presently the ceilings, win-

dows, cabinets, and shelving are being installed.   
 

In addition to the construction of the new wing, there will be work taking place during the summer on 

the first floor including moving the nurseôs office, and expanding the guidance suite. Therefore, please take 

note that the high school office will be relocated to The Pearl R. Miller School from  June 23, until we 

return from summer shut-down on Monday, August 18. More information regarding how to contact us 

while we are at Pearl Miller will follow in a later mailing.    
 

 This is the time of year we honor our students for their many accomplishments. In addition to Senior 

Awards Night  on June 4, the Board of Education meeting on June  5 will begin with a high school spotlight 

that will feature our state champion hockey team and winter athletes, as well as a number of underclassmen for 

academic achievements and/or taking leadership positions in different programs. The names of those who are 

being honored are contained in this newsletter. 
 

As we approach the graduation celebrations, and the extended summer vacation that we have this year 

due to construction, I would like to leave you with a few thoughts.  After working with high school students 

for thirty four years, I have come to several conclusions. First, I am convinced that alcohol and drug abuse is 

the number one source of many of the problems adolescents encounter regardless of socioeconomic back-

ground or public/private education. The great majority of students who I know never reached their potential in 

academics, athletics or the field of their interest, can be attributed  to the debilitating psychological and physi-

cal effects of substance abuse. Unfortunately, I personally know of many students who failed in their attempts 

to have a successful college career  for the same reason.   
 

As you are probably already aware, it is now common that alcohol/substance abuse starts at the middle 

school level.  In addition, I have been told for years by a significant number of students who encounter prob-

lems in high school, that their use began in the summer between middle and high school. When asked to dis-

cuss ñwhyò, students often point to boredom as the reason.  Since this is a particularly long summer due to 

construction, I thought it appropriate to offer some suggestions. The fall athletic season begins before our 

school opens. Potential student athletes (including entering freshman and transfer students) should be 

encouraged to come out for sports (see info for fall sports on athletic website @ 

www.kinnelonpublicschools.org/khs/athletic/teams.html).  Many of our students are involved in commu-

nity service, scout projects, church related activities, in addition to camps and educational opportuni-

ties.   (Those who aspire to the National Honor Society should take note that the requirement is not 

merely an academic cut off but also service, leadership, and character).  
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY  

CLASS OF 2009  NEW MEMBERS 
 

The following students met the academic, leadership, service and character requirements for 

acceptance into the KHS chapter of the National Honor Society 
 

 Rund Abdelfatah Erica Harrison Brittany Powell Anastasia Stylianou 

 William B etts  Megan Hartline Leah Press  Elizabeth Szymanski  

 Katelyn Burke Scott Kaston  Kolben Pritchard  Rebecca Townsend 

 Christopher Clark  Eleanor Majetich Jessica Puccia Sridhar Veluvolu 

 Brittany C ronin  Eric M akinen  Melanie Rivera Keira Warren 

 Brian DeVeau Patrick M cCabe Justine Scarfone Marissa Weiss 

 Victoria G iresi Carleigh Morba Andrew Scarpelli Daniel Wroclawski 

 Connor Gregoire Alexandra Nafash Matthew Scorza Kelly Yago 

 John Griggs  Ryan Neff  Kerianne Sharpe 

 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTIONS  

  
On April 25, the World Language Department inducted new members into the French, Latin and Spanish 

Honor Societies in a special ceremony held in the Kinnelon High School auditorium.  This year the French 

Honor Society inducted nine students, and the Latin Honor Society welcomed twenty-one new members.  

Thirty-three students joined the Spanish Honor Society.  Students are selected based on their academic 

achievement and performance in their World Language classes.  Mr. Ken Decina, Mr. John Rathgeb and 

Mrs. Karen Herbst serve as the advisors to these honor societies. 

Students earning this distinction are: 

 

French Honor Society ï Nicole Badaan, Justin Bogda, Jessica Butler , Brittany M aple, Sara McCarthy, 

Jane Penola, Melanie Rivera, Shelly Squire, Jeremy Tadrous 

 

Latin Honor Society ï Chloe Connolly, Kim de la Montaigne, Lauri Ann D eVeau, Melissa Foy, Amanda 

Ginder, Julianna Gonska, Dana Graupe, Kelly Harrison, Kayleigh Hausser, Devon Horton, Trevor 

Horton, Hannah Jack, Mackenzie Leavenworth, Maria M inor , Karimah M unem, Allison Perch, 

Chelsea Reyer, Julie Schecter, Jenny Sharpe, Melissa Tavares, Nicole VanderPloeg 

 

Spanish Honor Society ï Richad Becker, Mackenzie Bekker, Carina Bentata, Lauren Bernstein, Monica 

Black, Katrina B oyle, Eliott Bullen, Courtney Coulter, Lianna DeVries, Leah Feld, Mariel Flood, Greer 

Gartenberg, Carolyn Gill , Meredith Horton, Trevor Horton, Hannah Jack, Rafael Jedlinski, Brittany 

Juncosa, Adrianne Lastfogel, Joseph Lee, Paul Mercandetti, Peter Polomski, Christian Rehberger, 

Chelsea Reyer, Joseph Saccomanno, Max Schineller, Maya Stawnychy, Melissa Tavares, Jennifer 

Tempio, Colby Tirico, Matthew Vail, Nicole VanderPloeg, Danielle Westerhoff 
 

Congratulations to all of these students on their academic accomplishment!  A special thank you goes out to 

the officers of the World Language Honor Societies and the other members who were on hand to help with 

the induction ceremony. 
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KHS RECOGNIZES 

LATIN EXAM STUDENTS  
The National Latin Exam was administered at the high school in mid-March and several Kinnelon students 

have been recognized for their excellent performances this year: 

Gold Medal  winners: Meredith Horton ,  Elizabeth Szymanski 

Silver Medal winners: Carina Bentata, Sara Schineller 

Magna Cum Laude winners: Meaghan Flood, Maya Stawnychy, Anastasia Stylianou, 

       Kiera Warren 

Cum Laude winners: Kim delaMontaigne, Andrea Dunchus, Brett Dutton, Sara McCarthy, 

                Maria Minor, Keri Sharpe 

KINNELON GOLD  

SCHOLAR/ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENT  

AND LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION AWARDS 
The following students will be recognized at the June 6th Board of Education meeting for their 

contributions to our school community for their academic or athletic achievement. 
 

Lisa Andrekovich ï Athletic Award ï Diving 

Sarah Andrekovich ï Athletic Award ï Diving 

Lindsay Bednarz ï Social Outreach Club 

Michael Crampton ï Leadership in Athletics 

Clint Donnelly ï First Team All Conference ï Wrestling 

Evin Feliciano ï First Team All Conference ï Wrestling 

Mariel Flood ï Leadership in Athletics 

Connor Gregoire ï Boyôs State 

Erica Harrison ï Student Council 

Megan Hartline ï First Team All Conference Girlôs Basketball 

William Haug ï First Team All Conference ï Wrestling 

Timothy Kennedy ï First Team All Conference ï Wrestling 

Gregory Ketchum ï American Mathematic Competition ï Honors Level Score 

David Lee ï Moodyôs Math Challenge (second round) 

Thomas Mangelli ï Winter Athlete of the Year ï Suburban Trends 

Nicholas Maroldi ï First Team All Conference ï Wrestling 

Maria Minor ï Honor Code Committee 

Karimah Munem ï Social Outreach Club 

Ryan Neff ï Moodyôs Math Challenge (second round) 

Ryan Neff ï Newspaper/Literary Magazine 

Jenna Park ï Social Outreach Club 

Kelsey Prommel ï Social Outreach Club 

Melanie Rivera ï Social Outreach Club 

Danielle Roselius ï Moodyôs Math Challenge (second round) 

Andrew Scarpelli ï KHS Instrumental Music Program 

Matthew Scozzari ï NJ Sectional Golf Champion 

Corey Spies ï KHS Instrumental Music Program 

Melissa Tavares ï KHS Instrumental Music Program 

Nicholas Valente ï Moodyôs Math Challenge (second round) 

Kiera Warren ï KHS Instrumental Music Program 

Christopher Zucchi ï Honor Code Committee 
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ATHLETIC 
TEAM OF THE  

MONTHðBOYSô 
TENNIS 

 

The Kinnelon boysô tennis team 

has been enjoying a triumphant 

season with a 16-6 team record 

going into the State sectional 

semifinal match. The team has 

been challenged with some 

phenomenal competition and has 

played each match with intensity 

and enthusiasm. Led by captains 

Graham Wheeler, Lee Clark, and 

Scott Kaston, the boysô tennis 

team has seen one of its most 

successful seasons in recent years. 

They are playing in a very 

competitive section in the state 

t o u r n a m e n t ,  a n d  h a v e 

demonstrated a driving force for 

victory through their regular 

season matches and early rounds 

in the state tournament. 

 

STUDENT OF THE 
MONTH 

INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC 

KIERA WARREN 
 

Kiera recently made a 

s e a ml e s s  s w i t c h  o f 

instruments, something that 

happens rarely at the High 

School level.  Previously a 

fine trumpet player, Kiera 

felt motivation to switch her 

focus to the French 

Horn.  Her dedication and 

excitement in making this 

switch was contagious, and 

several other students 

followed suit.  The KHS 

Wind Ensemble previously 

only had one French Horn, 

but now is home to four 

horns, all of whom are doing 

a fantastic job in enhancing 

the sound of Kinnelonôs 

finest instrumental music 

ensemble.  Congratulations 

to Kiera for her dedication 

and hard work in making this 

difficult transition.  
 

ATHLETIC 
TEAM OF THE  

MONTHðGIRLSô 
4X400 RELAYS  

4x400 Team: Alex Doll, Morgan 

Redmond, Justine Gray and 

Mariel Flood 

The Kinnelon High School Girlsô 

Track Team placed sixth in the 

county on May 3rd with a blazing 

time of 4:12.23 in the 4x400 

relay.  Prior to that race the girls 

had posted a seasonôs best of 

4:21.18.   With the amazing nine 

second drop the  girls displaced 

from the second heat to beat out 

powerhouse Roxbury.  Senior 

Alex Doll, sophomore Mariel 

Flood and freshmen Justine Gray 

and Morgan Redmond will 

continue to combine for both the 

County Individual Championships 

as well as the Sectional and 

Group II meet.  Good luck ladies. 

ARTI -FACTS 

 Congratulations to Chelsea Carlson for her First Place win, 

county level, in the Morris County Soil Conservation Poster Con-

test.   ñWater Is Lifeò was this yearôs theme.  Her entry has now been 

entered into the N.J. State Conservation Contest.   Good Luck! 

Congratulations to Kristina B ischak for her entry in the AAA  N.J. 

Automobile Clubôs annual Safety Poster Contest depicting Safe Teen 

Driving.  Kristina placed in the national competition and received an 

Award of Merit Certificate. 

 Please visit the Kinnelon Public Library while you have the 

chance to see the annual Kinnelon High School Art Show.  It will be 

on display until the end of the month.  Be sure to view the art work on 

the second floor and in the showcases. 




