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HEALTH HAPPENINGS  
 

 This has been a busy semester for our health curriculum.  

Sophomore Driver Education is completed.  Sgt. Chris Burns 

from the Kinnelon Police Department visited the class on two 

separate occasions.  His first visit provided insight on driving 

responsibilities as he answered studentsô questions about driving 

and the law.  Sgt. Burns returned with the ñdrunk gogglesò and 

addressed the dangers of drinking and driving. Sophomores 

meeting the requirements of the class will have their ñblue 

cardsò as confirmation they have passed the written state test and 

certificates for auto insurance verification. Parents should file 

these documents for future use. 

 Senior health classes visited the ñBodies Exhibitò at 

South Street Seaport. This exhibit of actual whole-body 

specimens and individual organs allowed the students to explore 

the body from the inside-out. Seniors were asked to focus on two 

diseases that have affected their families.  Many student 

acquired knowledge of the specific system the diseases affect 

and possible preventive behaviors.  Most students were amazed 

at the circulatory system with the intricate blood vessels and the 

reproductive systems which included fetal development. A huge 

thank you to all the parent chaperones who attended the exhibit.  

(Visit the website: www.bodiestheexhibition.com for a family 

trip and lunch at the Seaport.) 

 Kinnelonôs ñbaby boomò takes place this quarter as the 

seniors experience parenthood.  The ability ñto focus on 

someone elseôs needs in addition to your own and a partnerôsò is 

a difficult task to undertake for one week no less eighteen years.  

Coordinating supervision during the week takes communication 

and time management skills.  Back to School Night is tricky for 

some student parents as they must plan around work, sports and 

family obligations as well as have babies properly secured in car 

seats.  (Some grandparents also attended Back to School Night).  

Babies are programmed for 56 hours during which time student 

parents must attend to the babyôs needs.  This experience along 

with the information they obtain from their parent interview, 

allow students to understand the sacrifices their own parents 

have made to provide a nurturing environment.  

PLEASE NOTE 
     KHS no longer has a snow line with 

messages for school closing or delayed 

openings. 

     You can call the High School Direct at 

973-838-5500. There will be a message 

for any school closings or delayed 

openings 

Senior Project Night 
 Want to find out what students really want 

to learn about? Want to see students in their 

genuine environment? If so, come to Senior 

Project Night on January 9, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  in 

the Kinnelon High School Library, where you will 

see eleven students display various projects they   

developed in their Senior Project Course. 

Participating seniors in Mrs. Stephanie Sullivanôs 

class include: Kristyn Anselmo, Jade Sank, Sonia 

Ratcliffe, Laura Mascari, Mark Nafash, Emily 

Cariota, Jessica Sze, Ricky Rosen, Adam 

Orzechowski, Taylor Gaines, and Matt Stylianou.   

The snow date is January 10, 2008. 

NOISES OFF 

 Congratulations to the cast and 

production cast of ñNoises Offò for two 

entertaining evenings of comedy. Under 

Director Lauren Mills, our actresses and 

actors very worked hard to prepare for 

what turned out to be a very successful 

fall production.    
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ATHLETE OF THE MONTH 

FOOTBALL 

CHRISTOPHER DOLCE 

 Chris is a two-year starter on the offensive 

line and at inside linebacker. Chris was voted a cap-

tain by every single member of the 2007 football 

team. As an offensive lineman, he is a key man on 

our counter scheme and outside zone running play. 

Considering that our offense has run for over 2100 

yards and averaged over 6.5 a carry, itôs difficult to 

imagine not having an offensive lineman recognized 

for their contributions to our offensive success. 

 As an inside linebacker, Chris was one of the 

leaders of our defense. In a game against a strong 

Verona team, Chris led an inspired effort on defense 

holding the Hillbillies to one offensive touchdown. 

In this game, he had 13 tackles, two sacks and three 

tackles behind the line of scrimmage.  

 In the future, Chris plans on attending either 

Bowden or Wesley where he will continue to play 

football. Currently, Chris is still an active member 

in the school community where he is a part of the 

school choir and a member of the lacrosse team.    

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

WORLD LANGUAGE 

ALEXANDRA NAFASH 

REBECCA TOWNSEND 

 
 The World Language Department is proud to 

acknowledge Alexandra Nafash and Rebecca 

Townsend as our Students of the Month.  Both of 

these young women are double language students, 

members of the Spanish Honor Society and French 

Honor Society and have demonstrated exemplary 

achievement in their studies of Spanish and 

French.  Alexandra and Rebecca are currently 

excelling in Introduction to College Spanish 4A and 

French 4A, both extremely demanding courses.  In 

addition to their other contributions to our school 

community in athletics and extra-curricular 

activities, these outstanding individuals were able to 

accomplish an extraordinary achievement in our 

department.  Their aptitude for language acquisition 

along with their superior work ethic enabled 

Alexandra and Rebecca to meet the prerequisites for 

French 4 Honors while enrolled as students in a 

French 2 class.  They continue to excel in their 

studies in their World Language classes and serve as 

role models for their peers. 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

ENGLISH 

TIMOTHY BALLAI 
  

 The English Departmentôs selection for 

student of the month of December is a senior.  The 

young man we have chosen has proven that a 

positive work ethic and a sincere interest in academic 

growth equals success at Kinnelon High School.  Our 

selected student began his high school English career 

in a college-prep, B-level English class.  Confident 

and motivated, he progressed for the next four years 

through the program, advancing to the point where 

he is now an accomplished member of English 

AP:  Literature and Composition, one of the most 

rigorous English courses offered.  Teachers describe 

him as a ñgentleman and a scholaròðtwo traits that 

make us proud to announce that our student of the 

month is Tim Ballai. 

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH 

CROSS COUNTRY 

BRITTANY CRONIN 

 Brittany led her team to an outstanding 13-2 

record in the first year of having a full varsity 

team.  The team placed second in the Colonial Hills 

Conference-Colonial Division.  She set her own 

personal record this season, running 21:15.  Brittany 

placed sixth in the North 1 Group 1 State Sectional 

Meet.  She placed tenth in the Colonial Hills 

Conference Meet.  Brittany came in first place in a 

Quad Meet with University, Glen Ridge and 

Morristown-Beard.  She was named to the Suburban 

Trends All-Cross Country 2nd Team. 

AUSTRALIAN BASKETBALL TEAM VISITS 

KHS ON DECEMBER 10TH 
 Congratulations to Coach Rivers who extends 

the invitation each year to the team from Scotch College.  

It is a valuable experience for our players to meet, play 

and learn about the culture of Australia. 

 A special thanks to all the basketball parents 

who hosted a player following the scrimmage with our 

team. 
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MUSIC PROFESSORS 

VISIT KHS 

 On Wednesday, Nov. 14th and 

Friday, Nov. 16th Kean University in             

Union NJ sent several of their music 

professors to Kinnelon High School to 

perform Master Classes for the members 

of the Kinnelon High School Wind 

Ensemble.  The students were privileged 

to witness professional musicians perform 

on various instruments including Trumpet, 

Trombone, Violin and Viola.  The students 

were able to ask questions concerning the 

nature of life as a performing 

musician.   This program, provided by 

Kean University, was a wonderful prelude 

to the Kinnelon High School Music 

Concert which will be held on 

Wednesday,       December 19th at 7:30.  

INTERFACE INTERNATIONAL CLUBôS  

SECOND MULTICULTURAL 

 Interface International Clubôs  2nd Annual Multicultural Food Festival 

took place at KHS in November.  All of the dishes at the festival were pre-

pared by students and/or their parents.  Over 20 main course dishes and 10 

desserts were available.  

 The group raised over $400, which will be used to support the       

Uyisenga Scholars Program.  Donations to this program help send orphaned 

students to University ~ Receiving an education will not only open doors for 

the students, but will also enable the student to take care of others that are 

entrusted to his care. 

 Interface International is a club which fosters an environment where 

diverse individuals can meet to funnel their passions for global issues through 

tangible projects.  The groups spring fundraiser is the volleyball tournament. 

SWIM TEAM  

COMPETITION 
 Congratulations to Sarah 

and Lisa Andrekovich for 

placing 2n d  in the team 

competition at the North 

Brunswick Diving Invitational on 

December 6th.  If youôve never 

seen these two dive, you are 

missing out.  We are going to 

attempt to bring a fan bus to the 

State Diving Championships this 

year, tentatively scheduled for 

February 26thé.mark the date.  

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

 The structural steel infrasturcture for the first 

and second floor has been completed along with 

installation of metal floor and roof decking.  Plumbing 

and electrical work is continuing and the exterior walls will begin to be 

installed. 

 As we progress through December, we should see the steel 

erection phase along with floor and ceiling installation for the media 

center and band room.  

KHS CHOIR TOURS NYC AREA 

 ñYesterday was the best day Iôve ever had!ò spoke a KHS choir     

student of the trip on December 5, 2007 to the NYC area.  There was a nip in 

the air, shoppers everywhere, and even some pretty snow falling. 

 The students began the day at Teaneck HS, performing in the Region 

I Choral Festival.  Upon arriving, they listened to the River Dell HS Select 

Choir and Teaneck HS Madrigals perform. 

 Then the KHS Concert Choir took the stage, performing El Cielo 

Canta Alegria, What Sweeter Music, and O What a Pretty Little Baby.  Jessica 

Andersenôs solo in the final number drew thunderous applause. 

 After the Teaneck Concert Choir performed, the KHS Chamber    

Singers performed the Choral Fanfare, O Magnum Mysterium, and Go Where 

I Send Thee.  The singers were soundly praised by the adjudicators, earning 

Excellent Ratings! 

 Following the festival, the students attended the Christmas Spectacu-

lar at Radio City Music Hall, a tradition that the KHS choir has kept for many 

years.   Then they watched Frankenstein come to life as they had dinner at the 

Jekyll & Hyde club on 6th Ave., with its spooky entertainers. 

 After dinner, the choir walked back to Rockefeller Center and sang A 

Holly Jolly Christmas by the tree, as a security guard danced and clapped in 

the middle.  The students had a little time to explore Rockefeller Center     

before getting on the bus to return to KHS. 

 ñMr. Linnell, can we go back again?ò  Thatôs the highest praise for a 

school trip! 
 

Submitted by Charles Linnell, KHS Choral Director 

POSTER CONTEST 

WINNER 
 C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o 

Samantha Dorwood for her first 

place win in the ñMorris County 

Coalition Against Tobaccoò 

poster contest.  Her poster, along 

with all the others were on display 

at the Rockaway Mall during the 

thanksgiving Holiday. At the 

presentation dinner, she will re-

ceive a $150 gift card for the 

Rockaway Mall, as her award 

prize.  Her poster can be seen in 

the display case by the band 

room. 
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KHS ADMINISTRATION 

Dr Wayne J. Merckling - Principal 

Mr. Matthew Scanlan - Vice Principal 

Mr. Scott Rosenberg, Vice Principal, 

   Athletics/Activities 

Ms. Meridith Charles -Supervisor of 

   Guidance 

Mrs. Pat Monica - Layout 

administration, faculty and students! 

Thank you for an excellent job! 

 

 In order for the evening to 

proceed with such efficiency, we must 

recognize and extend a warm thank you 

to the following committee chairs. 

They are: Cindy Simms ï Fashions/

Models; MaryAnn Lisa & Paula 

Redmond ï Basket Auction; Cathy 

Gill & Jennie Huber ï Program/Ad 

Book; Ginny LaPlaca & Carol 

Wiedemann ï Decorating; Andrea 

Duplain  ï Solicitation; Diane 

Mongelli ï 50/50; Lisa DeVeau & 

Debbie Maloney ï Night of Show; 

Ellie Von Bartheld ï Raffle Book; 

Lynn Burek ï Tickets; Elaine Bauer 

ï Permits; Debbie Roehrer  ï 

Refreshments; and Susan OôKeefe ï 

Set Up/Clean Up. Once again, thank 

you to all for your continued support! 

 

 Also, a big thank you goes to 

all those families and businesses that 

gave such generous donations.  The 

evening would not have been such a 

success without the attendance of 

adminis t ra t ion,  s ta ff ,  parents, 

grandparents, and friends. Our models, 

which include faculty and students, 

also played a key role in providing the 

necessary spark and entertainment that 

completed the event.  If you are 

interested in participating on the 

November 2008 fashion show 

committee, please contact Linda Jenne 

(973)283-2473. Please see attached 

flyer for more details regarding next 

HOME AND SCHOOL 

ASSOCIATION 
  

 The November meeting of the 

KHS Home & School Association 

centered on an exchange with Student 

Leaders of various clubs and 

organizations at the high school. This 

was both an informative and enjoyable 

session for parents and students. The 

four groups who addressed the HSA 

were the Yearbook, TV /The Daily 

Show, The Varsity Club and 

R.E.B.E.L.  Funds were requested and 

provided to three out of the four groups.   

  

 ñCOLTSô CORRAL,ò our 

annual fashion show was a tremendous 

success!  The fundraiser earned more 

than $20,000! The proceeds will support 

Project Graduation 2008 and award ten 

scholarships to ten graduating seniors, as 

well as, provide monies to the KHS 

Administration to ñfund teacher wish 

lists.ò Sincere appreciation is extended 

to all who attended ñColtsô Corral.ò 

  

 Many hours of planning and 

organizing were donated by KHS 

parents, administration, faculty, staff and 

students to make this evening possible.  

Thank you to all those who participated, 

a special thank you must be given to 

Linda Jenne, Chairperson of this 

event. The success of the event was 

masterminded by Linda Jenne, through 

her continued hard work and dedication 

which is heralded by all her peers, 

yearôs fashion show. 

 Debbie Spatidol brought much 

sweetness and warmth in coordinating 

everyone to bake for our holiday cookies 

for the KHS administration and staff.  

Our thanks to Debbie and all the bakers 

for their generosity!   

 

 Project Graduation 2008 is 

progressing ahead, anyone interested in 

becoming part of this great celebration, 

please call Colleen Bauer  

(973)838-8899 or Mari Andrekovich 

(973)839-8894. 

  

 The Kinnelon Home & School 

Association has always been fortunate to 

have the participation of so many 

businesses and parents.  On behalf of the 

Home & School Association, we thank 

everyone who has supported our 

programs.  Your participation allows this 

organization to make a difference in our 

childrenôs educational experience, by 

enabling us to provide learning programs 

and items requested by the staff and 

students. 

  

 Our next HSA meeting will be 

on January 8, 2008 @ 7:30pm in the 

Library Media Center.  We wish you and 

your families a very happy, healthy, and 

safe holiday season!   

 

Happy Holidays and  

Happy New Year! 

 


