
Kinnelon High School 

2008 English Department Summer Reading List 
Purpose -  A summer reading program is a tradition at Kinnelon High School. The purpose is threefold: 
To maintain the continuity of the educational program started during the school year. 
To engage students with classic works of literature which supplement the school based English program. 
To encourage independent student critical thinking and learning 
Assessment ς The minimum requirement is for a student to fill out the Summer Reading Assessment form found on the back of this sheet. 
Assessment forms will be collected on the first day of school in September. In addition to the minimum,  a number of teachers will be distributing 
an additional task to be completed. These tasks will be distributed the last week of school in June before exams.  It is important for all students to 
attend the half day session on Friday, June 13, move-up day, to receive summer assignments from their new teacher. 
Requirements ς Honors and AP course must complete 3 assignments. (teachers of these courses may have additional requirements so check with 
them on the last day) 
CP ς ! ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ōƻƻƪǎ ōǳǘ ǎŜŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

English IV Honors 
Bonfire of the Vanities, Tom Wolfe 
The Piano Lesson, August Wilson 
The Kite Runner, Hosseini 
The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand (readers are eligible to enter a Rand Corp contest for cash prizes) 
*The Odyssey, trans. Fagles  (this is taught next year within the course and does not count as summer reading 
but you may wish to read it to get a jump on senior English work load.) 
English IV CP (Jackson) 
Morality Play, Barry Unsworth 
LǘΩǎ bƻǘ !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƪŜ, Lance Armstrong 
Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi 
Way of the Peaceful Warrior, Dan Millman 
A Clockwork Orange, Anthony Burgess 
The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand (readers are eligible to enter a Rand Corp contest for cash prizes) 
*The Odyssey, trans. Fagles  (this is taught next year within the course and does not count as summer reading 
but you may wish to read it to get a jump on senior English work load.) 
 
English III AP 
Literary Theory, an Introduction, Terry Eagleton 
Grendel, John Gardner 
Beowulf: A New Verse Translation, Seamus Heaney 
A History of Britain I, Simon Schama (1000 B.C. to 1603) 
The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand (readers are eligible to enter a Rand Corp contest for cash prizes) 
English III Honors 
Grendel, John Gardner 
Beowulf: A New Verse Translation, Seamus Heaney 
Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens 
The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand (readers are eligible to enter a Rand Corp contest for cash prizes) 
English III CP 
A Passage to India, E.M. Forester 
1984, George Orwell 
Beloved, Toni Morrison 
The Bell Jar, Sylvia Plath 
 
English II Honors 
A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway 



The Natural, Bernard Malamud 
My Antonia, Willa Cather 
A Prayer for Owen Meaney, John Irving 
Anthem, Ayn Rand ( students are eligible for a Rand contest with cash prizes.) 
 
English II CP 
A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway 
The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Natural, Bernard Malamud 
A Prayer for Owen Meaney, John Irving 
The Things they CarriedΣ ¢ƛƳ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
Alive, Piers Paul Read 
Anansi Boys, Neil Gaiman 
 
English I Honors 
The Hobbit, J.R. Tolkein 
Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson 
The Last of the Mohicans, James Fenimore Cooper 
A Gathering of Old Men, Ernest J. Gaines 
Cyrano de Bergerac, Edmund Rostond 
Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America, Firoozeh Dumas 
English I CP 
The Hobbit, J.R. Tolkein 
Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson 
The Last of the Mohicans, James Fenimore Cooper 
Children of the River, Linda Crew 
Among Friends, Caroline Cooney, Ann Brashares 
 
 
 


